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Urban  District  Council 

BURNHAM -ON- SEA  ’ 


y 


MEDICAL^  OFFICER’S 
ANNUAL  REPORT 


Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report 

For  1938 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Burnham- on- Sea 
Urban  District  Council, 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1938,  ending 
December  31st. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Anea 

Area=2,246  acres. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population,  mid-i938  = 7,672. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938)  according  to  Rate  Books  = 2,257 
Rateable  Value=;(^64,786. 

Sum  represented  b/  a penny  rate=£’247/i4/i.o6 
Social  conditions  : — 

Chief  industries  carried  on  in  the  area  = Bacon  Factory,  Brickyards, 
Shipping  Port. 

Extent  of  unemployment=4.2 
Vital  Statistics  : — 

Total  M F 

Live  Births  { Legitimate  90  53  37  1 Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

^ Illegitimate  3 2 i > estimated  resident  popula- 

tion=i2.i 

Still  Births  413  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

and  still)  births=i2.6 

Deaths  124  47  77  Death  Rate  per  t,ooo  of 

the  estimated  resident 
population  = i6.i 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : — 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 
Deaths  and  still)  births 

No.  29.  Puerperal  sepsis  Nil  — 


No.  30.  Other  puerperal  causes  Nil  — 

Total  Nil  

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  Nil 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  Nil 

Illegitimate  infants  per  r,ooo  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  21 

» ).  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

„ Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 

„ „ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  Nil 


Sickness  which  has  been  specially  noteworthy  during  the  year:  — 
Typhoid  Fever. 

The  first  case  occurred  in  Highbridge  on  January  25th,  1938,  in 
a man,  suspicions  having  been  aroused  as  cases  had  arisen  in  Huntspill 
close  by.  He  was  sent  straight  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Cross,  which 
Hospital  was  taken  over  only  for  cases  of  typhoid.  All  necessary  steps 
were  taken  to  prevent  further  spreading,  including  exhaustive  history  of 
food  and  drink.  Drains,  boiling  of  milk  and  water,  and  the  chlorination 
of  water  supplies  was  immediately  taken  in  hand.  All  contacts  were 
subjected  to  blood  tests.  The  schools  in  the  Highbridge  Ward  were 
closed  from  February  4th  to  the  beginning  of  March.  Further  cases 
occurred,  and  the  number  eventually  was  14  cases,  all  of  which  were 
sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Only  one  death  occurred,  and  no  cases 
were  reported  in  Burnham-on-Sea.  All  factories  dealing  in  foodstuffs  were 
rigidly  inspected  and  histories  taken  of  any  employee  who  had  been  ill 
lately  or  absent  from  work. 

From  the  start  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  his  Assistant 
took  control  of  the  situation. 

Cause  not  traced,  but  probably  some  foodstuff. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area^ 

(i)  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority: — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — A.  R.  Wade,  L.M.S.S.A. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor — W.  H.  Chowins,  C.R.SI. 

Assistant. 

(ii)  (a)  Laboratory  facilities — no  change. 

(b)  Ambulance  facilities — Contributions  are  being  sought  for  a new 

modern  Ambulance  to  replace  an  old  one,  owned  by  the  St. 

John  Ambulance  Brigade  at  Highbridge.  I may  say  that 

an  Ambulance  is  badly  needed  for  the  Urban  District. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home — no  change. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics — no  change. 

(e)  Hospitals — no  change. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

I (i)  WATER. 

A new  borehole  has  been  constructed  at  the  Intake  Water  and 
this  forms  part  of  a scheme  adopted  in  September,  1938,  for 
improving  the  supply.  This  provides  for  a new  reservoir, 
new  trunk  main  from  reservoir  to  Burnham,  and  new  distri- 
bution main. 

The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity,  the 
Highbridge  Ward  being  aided  by  the  Burnham  Ward  in 
regard  to  the  latter. 

The  water  is  controlled  by  bacteriological  examinations,  which 
are  made  quarterly  at  least  and  usually  oltener.  Results 
obtained  during  the  year  have  been  satisfactory. 

(ii)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWfiRAGE. 

No  change. 


2.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  old  River  Brue  bed  has  beeri.  inspected,  by  the  County 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Railway  Officials,  and  the  stagnant 
water  under  the  bridge  has  been  chlorinated,  and  dwellers  on 
the  bank  of  the  river  have  been  cautioned  not  to  throw  rubbish 
into  the  river.  Also  fencing  has  been  placed. 

3 (i)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

No  change. 

Water-carriage  system. 

(ii)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

No  change. 

(iii)  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

(iv)  SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

No  action  taken. 

(v)  CAMPING  SITES. 

No  action  taken  during  the  year,  as  only  small  sites  of  from 
I — 12  are  used.  There  have  been  no  complaints  of  conditions. 
The  estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  resident  in  the 
area  at  one  time  during  the  summer  season,  1938,  is  100 — 150. 

(vi)  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  action  taken. 

(vii)  SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

The  Swimming  Pool  open  to  the  public  is  as  satisfactory  as  it 
can  be  made  under  the  conditions,  e.g.,  mud  and  water. 

(viii)  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

No  action  called  for. 

4.  SCHOOLS. 

The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  satisfactory  in  all 
schools. 

All  infectious  diseases  are  reported  by  the  School  Masters  and 
Mistresses  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  in  turn  reports 
weekly  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Housing, 

I.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  20 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  38 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub  head  (ij 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  5 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  formal 

Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or  their  officers  Nil 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 

of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  i 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  ii  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 
orders  were  made  ...  . . ...  Nil 

(2I  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  demoli- 
tion orders  ...  ...  •••  ...  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  w'ere  determined,  the  tenement 
or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 


4-  Housing  Act,  1936— Part  IV — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (n  Number  of  duellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  Nil 

hi)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  Nil 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  Nil 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  Nil 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have  again 

become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken 
steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  conditions 

upon  which  the  Medical  Ollicer  of  Health  may  consider  it 
desirable  to  report  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY.  Farms  and  dairies  inspected  periodically  and 
samples  sent  to  the  County  Analyst  at  frequent  intervals. 

(b)  ME.AT  AND  OTHER  FOODS.  Slaughterhouses  inspected 
periodically,  also  shops  and  places  where  food  is  prepared. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 

Pigs 

excluding  Cows 

Number  inspected 

I 

19 

ALL  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

10 

Tuberculosis  only  : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ...  i 9 


^c)  ADULTERATION,  Etc. — No  action  taken. 

(d)  CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF 

FOOD — Done  by  County  Analyst. 

(e)  NUTRITION— No  steps  taken. 

(f)  SHELL-FISH  (Molluscan). — No  Shell-Fish  Beds  and  no  action 

taken. 


Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  Infectious  and 

other  Diseases. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  I'uberculosis)  during  the  Year  ig-jS: 


d otal  Cases 

Disease  Notified 

Smallpox  ...  ...  — 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever  (including  paratyphoid) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pneumonia 
Other  diseases  generally  notifiable — 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  i 

Other  diseases  notifiable  locally  — 

(a)  Prevention  of  Blindness. 


14 

2 

14 

I 

I 


Cases  admitted  Total 
to  Hospital  Deaths 


2 

14 


Somerset  County  Blind  Association  is  of  great  assistance  to  the  Blind. 
All  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  reported  to  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  treated  at  specified  hospitals. 

Diseases  and  injury  sent  to  hospitals  and  Ophthalmic  Surgeons. 

(b)  d'uberculosis. 

No  person  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  is  employed  in  milk  trade. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  cases  and  Mortality  during  1938. 


Ne 

w Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Periods 

M 

b 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M F 

0 
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— 

— 

— 

— . — 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

5 

I 

— ' 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

15 

I 

2 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I — 

25 

35 

5 

z 

I 

z 

I 

— 



45 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

65 

& upwards  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

^ 

Totals 

7 

2 

2 

I 

2 

I 

I — 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

A.  R.  WADE,  M.O.H. 


PUBLIC  OFFICES 


BURNHAM-ON-SEA, 

1 8th  May,  1939. 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Burnham-on  Sea  Urban  District  Council. 

Sir, 

I submit  herewith  my  report  on  Sanitary  Works  during  the  year  ended 
on  31st  December,  193S. 

Housing. 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 

23  new  houses  were  erected  and  completed  during  the  year  without 
State  Assistance. 

INSPECTIONS. 

20  houses  were  inspected  for  defects  under  the  Housing  Acts,  and  of 
these  3 liouses  were  found  not  to  be  reasonably  fit  for  habitation. 

1 house  was  rendered  fit  after  informal  notice,  i was  vacated,  and  3 
have  not  yet  been  rendered  fit. 

0\'ERCROWDING. 

The  2 cases  outstanding  at  the  end  of  1937  have  been  relieved  and 
no  additional  cases  have  been  reported. 

Drainage. 

All  drains  and  fittings  of  new  houses  were  tested  and  approved 
before  being  covered,  and  also  drains  which  have  been  repaired  in 
e.xisting  houses. 

Infectious  Disease. 

Disinfection  of  premises  has  been  carried  out  in  all  cases  of 
infectious  disease. 

Smoke. 

2 cases  of  Smoke  Nuisance  were  dealt  with. 

Meat. 

6 whole  carcases  and  i part  carcase  were  condemned  and  destroyed. 

Milk. 

No.  of  Producers,  29.  Distributors  31. 

No.  of  Licences  to  Graded  Milk  I >istributors,  8. 

No.  of  Samples  taken  for  Analysis,  6 (.\ccredited),  and  4 from  herds. 


Slaughterhouses. 

I'here  are  5 licensed  and  2 registered  slaughterhouses.  These  have 
been  kept  in  a generally  satisfactory  condition. 

Bakehouses. 

Number  registered  15.  Notices  to  Limewash  were  issued  in  4 cases 
and  were  complied  with. 

Workshops. 

32  Workshops  and  7 Factories  are  in  the  Register. 

Nuisances. 

3 notices  to  abate  in  respect  of  Foul  Accumulations  were  complied 
with. 


I am,  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 


Wm.  H.  CHOWINS,  Cert.R.S.I., 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


/ 


